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into effect, and the federal employees probably don't feel any
more proud of this slight maneuver that was tried than I do or
as agricultural interests, or as I'm sure we do in the state.
What was proposed was that they t a ke $ 26.6 million from t h e
Temporary Food Emergency Program. This program is the one that
distributes the cheese, the dry milk, the butter, and rice, a nd
so on to the elderly and the poor. That distribution is made
about once every three mo nths. Of the budge t, th is
$26,000...26.8 million (sic) is 57 percent of a $ 50 m illion
budget. So, we are talking about a good portion of it. Le t me
read to you some of the excerpts from the Federal Page and the
Washington Post. The TEFAP Fund, of which is the Temporary Food
Administration, aut horization passed over admin istration
objections in 198 5, expires September 30. The deferral would
prevent spending o f the rem aining portion o f this year s'
$50 million appropriation. The defe rral message to Congress
d efended the transfer of this money to the salary increases b y
saying that t he program is intended to be temporary and is no
longer needed. Might I tell you some of the other sources th at
it is coming from. I want to remind you, it is not the federal
pay raise that is involved. Other pro posed deferrals a re
56 million from urb an mass tra nsit, 27 million from the U.S.
Forest Service, 20 million from rural el ectric a nd telephone
revolving funds. Rural sen ators, listen to this, 20 million
from the rural el ectric an d telephone r e volving fu nd, and
12 million from i mprovements to t he Washington National and
Dulles Airport. I think th a t th is is anot her pr ogram, or
another slight of the hand. T he Senate has voted against this
deferral, and it is now in the House right now. I thin k, the
way I followed the news and so on, part of this is attached to
the last slight of the hand pay raise of our Congressional and
Senate members. I, honestly, probably don't e xpect t h is
deferral to take place. I also wanted to b ing ou t to you ,
along this ver y sa m e line , a piece in the Linco ln Star,
T hursday, February 5. I thi n k Sen ator S chmit w as go i ng to
address this. I ' m not sure if he's back on the floor or not, I
wish rhat he was. Two comments. If the 1985 farm bill has time
to work exports will improve and fa r m pri ces wi l l inc rease.
This i s fro m our Se cr etary of Agriculture, Lyng. O k ay, this
goes down further. The article talk about decoupling crops and
subsidies. I won't go into that because of the time. Severa l
s enato r s . . .

SPEAKER BARRETT: On e minute, please.

SENATOR NELSON: .. .were harsh in their criticism of a proposed

646


